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(above) Korean styler Hailey Hyehyun, 
a standout on the points all week.

Waikiki’s Kani Stewart . . . and that’s how he 
took the Open Men’s Logger – not to mention 
the 2019 Mexi Log Fest and Duct Tape Portugal. 
Photos: Mark Morgan
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Noosa Festival is a proving ground for longboarding. It’s a teaming 
mess of surfers flying through sections perched over the nose, an 
audience of hundreds watching on, cresting over each line that rolls 
through from Tea Tree to Nationals and down through Johnsons. If 
anything, the free surfing is more important than the contest itself if 
you’re young and fresh-faced and hoping to thrust yourself into the 
inner circles of the logging fraternity. 

It’s been a few years since I have tried my luck on the shoulder 
of some set waves out there, the sweaty nights in the dense forest 
of people in Cafe Le Monde and the empty lineup at First Point 
becoming fond distant memories. I returned this year and the waves 
were cooking. Between the heavy single-fins and sheer wetsuit 
jackets flailing in the wind were planted some high performance 
longboarders, a rare sight in the Noosa line-up in recent years. This 
year, the WSL returned as a fully-fledged World Tour event and sent 
the dynamic of Noosa Festival bowling in a whole new direction. 

I was excited for the WSL event to start. The list of names made me 
wildly curious as to what would happen. I never would have imagined 
that I might see Jared Mel wear a legrope or Harrison Roach and 
Taylor Jenson in the same division in perfect First Point conditions. 
That’s not exactly what happened but it was still thrilling. 

The weeks leading up to the festival were some of the best Noosa 
has seen in terms of waves. Tropical Cyclone Oma lurked off the coast, 
line upon line upon line colliding with the points and carrying surfers, 
triumphant, toward the beach. When I arrived, Johnsons was the best 
I’ve seen it and First Point was the kind of shape we all used to draw 
in the corners of our notebooks at school. By the time the WSL event 
started it was flat and moved to a misshapen Access 11 down on the 
beach. By the final the swell situation was so dire it was moved to 
Castaways on the open backbeach, but still the show was worthwhile. 

The WSL has shone a gleaming new spotlight on longboarding, 
putting their weight down heavy on the criteria in an effort to get 
some melted caramel qualities out of the surfers and somehow sell 
it to a wider audience. This is obviously controversial, but the event 
at Noosa seemed to have new life breathed into it, the judging felt 
solid and consistent and some of the most exciting heats I’ve ever sat 
in scorching mid-day sun to watch went down. A semi-final between 
eventual winner Justin Quintal and sultan of style Harry Roach 
seemed to pick up longboarding in its entirety and carry it off to 
some otherworldly planet. Chloe Calmon, gold girl of Brazil, won the 
women’s with surfing like a chocolate fondue and the most impressive 
thing was that suddenly the gap between men’s and women’s surfing 
became very small. Chloe could have been in the final with Justin. This 
makes me very excited. 

Excited also because now there is a real tour and it’s going to 
Spain next and then New York and we’re about to witness a spike in 
longboarding performance like we may have never seen before. 
Watch this space. 

W O R L D S  C O L L I D E 

By Lucy Small

Happy traffic. Photos: Mark Morgan


